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implementing Departmental regula-
tions (part 1 of this title).

§3401.16 Proposal review.

(a) All research Applications for
Funding will be acknowledged. Prior to
technical examination, a preliminary
review will be made for responsiveness
to the request for proposals (e.g., rela-
tionship of application to research pro-
gram area). Proposals that do not fall
within the guidelines as stated in the
annual request for proposals will be
eliminated from competition and will
be returned to the applicant. Proposals
whose budgets exceed the maximum al-
lowable amount for a particular pro-
gram area as announced in the request
for proposals may be considered as
lying outside the guidelines.

(b) All applications will be reviewed
carefully by the Director , qualified of-
ficers or employees of the Department,
the respective merit review panel, and
ad hoc reviewers, as required. Written
comments will be solicited from ad hoc
reviewers, when required, and indi-
vidual written comments and in-depth
discussions will be provided by peer re-
view group members prior to recom-
mending applications for funding. Ap-
plications will be ranked and support
levels recommended within the limita-
tion of total available funding for each
research program area as announced in
the applicable request for proposals.

(c) Except to the extent otherwise
provided by law, such recommenda-
tions are advisory only and are not
binding on program officers or on the
awarding official.

§3401.17 Review criteria.

(a) Federally funded research sup-
ported under these provisions shall be
designed to, among other things, ac-
complish one or more of the following
purposes:

(1) Improve management of range-
lands as an integrated system and/or
watershed;

(2) Remedy unstable or unsatisfac-
tory rangeland conditions;

(3) Increase revegetation and/or reha-
bilitation of rangelands;

(4) Examine the health of rangelands;
and

(5) Define economic parameters asso-
ciated with rangelands.
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(b) In carrying out its review under
§3401.16, the peer review panel will use
the following form upon which the
evaluation criteria to be used are enu-
merated, unless, pursuant to §3401.7(a),
different evaluation criteria are speci-
fied in the annual solicitation of pro-
posals for a particular program:

Peer Panel Scoring Form
Proposal Identification No.
Institution and Project Title
I. Basic Requirement:

Proposal falls within guidelines? )
Yes No. If no, explain why proposal
does not meet guidelines under comment
section of this form.

II. Selection Criteria:

Score
Score | Weight X Com-
1-10 factor | weight | ments
factor

1. Overall scientific and
technical quality of
proposal ......ccccceeeeceeee | ceeeeeens (O I I

2. Scientific and tech-
nical quality of the ap-
Proach .....cccccevvvcnee | vevvvies 10 | v | e

3. Relevance and impor-
tance of proposed re-
search to solution of
specific areas of in-
QUITY o | v [ ETUUR BTN

4. Feasibility of attaining
objectives; adequacy
of professional training
and experience, facili-
ties and equipment .... | .......... [ IR RPN

Score

Summary Comments

(c) Proposals satisfactorily meeting
the guidelines will be evaluated and
scored by the peer review panel for
each criterion utilizing a scale of 1
through 10. A score of one (1) will be
considered low and a score of ten (10)
will be considered high for each selec-
tion criterion. A weighted factor is
used for each criterion.

PART 3402—FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURAL SCIENCES NATIONAL
NEEDS GRADUATE AND POST-
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP GRANTS
PROGRAM

Subpart A—General Introduction

Sec.
3402.1 Applicability of regulations.
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ed projects.
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AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 3316.

SOURCE: 69 FR 62537, Oct. 26, 2004, unless
otherwise noted.

and conditions of grant

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 3402 appear at 76 FR 4807, Jan. 27, 2011.

Subpart A—General Introduction

§3402.1 Applicability of regulations.

(a) The regulations of this part apply
to competitive grants awarded under
the provisions of section 1417(b)(6) of
the National Agricultural Research,
Extension and Teaching Policy Act of
1977, as amended, 7 U.S.C. 3152(b)(6).
The Act designates the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) as the lead
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Federal agency for agricultural re-
search, extension, and teaching in the
food and agricultural sciences. Section
1417(b)(6) authorizes the Secretary of
Agriculture, who has delegated the au-
thority to theNational Institute of
Food and Agriculture (NIFA), to make
competitive grants to land-grant col-
leges and universities, colleges and
universities having significant minor-
ity enrollments and a demonstrable ca-
pacity to carry out the teaching of food
and agricultural sciences, and to other
colleges and universities having a de-
monstrable capacity to carry out the
teaching of food and agricultural
sciences, to administer and conduct
graduate and postdoctoral fellowship
programs to help meet the Nation’s
needs for development of scientific and
professional expertise in the food and
agricultural sciences. The Graduate
Fellowships are intended to encourage
outstanding students to pursue and
complete graduate degrees in the areas
of food and agricultural sciences des-
ignated by NIFA through the Office of
Higher Education Programs (HEP) as
national needs. The postdoctoral Fel-
lowships are intended to provide addi-
tional mentoring and training to out-
standing USDA Graduate Fellows who
completed their doctoral degrees no
more than five (5) years before they
begin the postdoctoral Fellowships.

(b) The regulations of this part do
not apply to grants awarded by the De-
partment of Agriculture under any
other authority.

§3402.2 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Citicen or national of the United States
means—

(1) A citizen or native resident of a
State; or,

(2) A person defined in the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(22), who, though not a citizen of
the United States, owes permanent al-
legiance to the United States.

College and university means an edu-
cational institution in any State
which—

(1) Admits as regular students only
persons having a certificate of gradua-
tion from a school providing secondary
education, or the recognized equivalent
of such a certificate,
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(2) Is legally authorized within such
State to provide a program of edu-
cation beyond secondary education,

(3) Provides an educational program
for which a bachelor’s degree or any
other higher degree is awarded,

(4) Is a public or other nonprofit in-
stitution, and

(5) Is accredited by a nationally rec-
ognized accrediting agency or associa-
tion.

Food and agricultural sciences means
basic, applied, and developmental re-
search, extension, and teaching activi-
ties in the food, agricultural, renew-
able natural resources, forestry, and
physical and social sciences in the
broadest sense of these terms including
but not limited to research, extension
and teaching activities concerned with
the production, processing, marketing,
distribution, conservation, consump-
tion, research, and development of food
and agriculturally related products and
services, inclusive of programs in agri-
culture, natural resources, aqua-
culture, forestry, veterinary medicine,
home economics, rural development,
and closely allied fields.

Graduate degree means a master’s or
doctoral degree.

State means any one of the fifty
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
anas, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, the Republic of Palau, the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States, and
the District of Columbia.

Teaching activities means formal
classroom instruction, laboratory in-
struction, and practicum experience
specific to the food and agricultural
sciences and matters relating thereto
conducted by colleges and universities
offering baccalaureate or higher de-
grees.

§3402.3 Institutional eligibility.

Applications may be submitted by
land-grant colleges and universities, by
colleges and universities having sig-
nificant minority enrollments and a
demonstrable capacity to carry out the
teaching of food and agricultural
sciences, and by other colleges and uni-
versities having a demonstrable capac-
ity to carry out the teaching of food

§3402.4

and agricultural sciences. All appli-
cants must be institutions that confer
a graduate degree in at least one area
of the food and agricultural sciences
targeted for National Needs Fellow-
ships, that have a significant on-going
commitment to the food and agricul-
tural sciences generally, and that have
a significant ongoing commitment to
the specific subject area for which a
grant application is made. It is the ob-
jective to award grants to colleges and
universities which have notable teach-
ing and research competencies in the
food and agricultural sciences. The
Graduate Fellowships are specifically
intended to support programs that en-
courage outstanding students to pursue
and complete a graduate degree at such
institutions in an area of the food and
agricultural sciences for which there is
a national need for the development of
scientific and professional expertise.
The postdoctoral Fellowships are de-
signed to support academic programs
that provide additional training and
mentoring to USDA Graduate Fellows
and have notable teaching and research
competencies in the NIFA designated
national need areas. Institutions which
currently have excellent programs of
graduate study and training in the food
and agricultural sciences dealing with
targeted national needs are particu-
larly encouraged to apply for all Na-
tional Needs Fellowships.

Subpart B—Program Description

§3402.4 Food and agricultural sciences
areas targeted for National Needs
Graduate and Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship Grants Program support.

Areas of the food and agricultural
sciences, including multidisciplinary
studies, appropriate for Fellowship
grant applications are those in which
developing shortages of expertise have
been determined and targeted by HEP
for National Needs Graduate and
Postdoctoral Fellowship Grants Pro-
gram support. When funds are available
and HEP determines that a new com-
petition is warranted, the specific
areas and funds per area will be identi-
fied in a funding opportunity an-
nouncement announcing the program
and soliciting program applications.
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§3402.5 Overview of National Needs
Graduate and Postdoctoral Fellow-
ship Grants Program.

(a) The program will provide funds
for a limited number of grants to sup-
port graduate student stipends and
cost-of-education institutional allow-
ances. These grants will be awarded
competitively to eligible institutions.
In order to encourage the development
of special activities that are expected
to contribute to Fellows’ advanced de-
gree objectives, the program will also
provide competitive, special inter-
national study or thesis/dissertation
research travel allowances for a lim-
ited number of USDA Graduate Fel-
lows. To encourage academic institu-
tions to provide additional training/
mentoring to outstanding USDA Grad-
uate Fellows who have completed their
doctoral degrees, the program will also
provide postdoctoral Fellowship grants
to a limited number of USDA Graduate
Fellows.

(b) Based on the amount of funds ap-
propriated in any fiscal year, HEP will
determine:

(1) Whether new competitions for
graduate Fellowships, postdoctoral
Fellowships, and/or special inter-
national study or thesis/dissertation
research travel allowances will be held
during that fiscal year;

(2) The degree level(s) to be sup-
ported—master’s, doctoral and/or
postdoctoral;

(3) The proportion of appropriations
to be targeted for Fellowship stipends
for each respective degree level sup-
ported;

(4) The proportion of appropriations
to be targeted for the cost-of-education
institutional allowances for each re-
spective degree level supported;

(5) The proportion of appropriations
to be targeted for the special inter-
national study or thesis/dissertation
research travel allowances for each re-
spective degree level supported;

(6) The allowable stipend amount for
each respective degree level supported,
the cost-of-education institutional al-
lowance for each respective degree
level supported, and the maximum
funds available for each special inter-
national study or thesis/dissertation
research travel allowance for each re-
spective degree level supported;
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(7) The activities for which the cost-
of-education allowance may be used for
awards made in that year; and

(8) The maximum total funds that
may be awarded to an institution
under the program in a given fiscal
year.

(c) HEP will also determine:

(1) The maximum number of national
needs areas for which funding may be
requested in a single application;

(2) The degree levels for which fund-
ing may be requested in a single appli-
cation;

(3) The minimum and maximum
number of fellowships for which an in-
stitution may apply in a single applica-
tion; and

(4) The limits on the total number of
applications that can be submitted by
an institution, college, school, or other
administrative unit.

(d) These determinations will be pub-
lished as a part of the solicitation,
which will be available at http:/
www.grants.gov.

§3402.6 Overview of the special inter-
national study and/or thesis/dis-
sertation research travel allowance.

(a) For each USDA Graduate Fellow
who desires to be considered for a spe-
cial international study or thesis/dis-
sertation research travel allowance,
the Project Director must apply to
HEP for a supplemental grant in ac-
cordance with instructions published in
the solicitation. Postdoctoral Fellows
are not eligible to receive the special
international study or thesis/disserta-
tion research travel allowance. Each
application must include a ‘‘Proposal
Cover Page”’ (Form NIFA-2002),
“Project Summary” (Form NIFA-2003),
“Budget” (Form NIFA-2004) and Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act Ex-
clusions Form (Form NIFA—2006).

(1) To provide HEP with sufficient in-
formation upon which to evaluate the
merits of the requests for a special
international study or thesis/disserta-
tion research travel allowance, each
application for a supplemental grant
must contain a narrative which pro-
vides the following:

(i) The specific destination(s) and du-
ration of the travel;
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(ii) The specific study or thesis/dis-
sertation research activities in which
the Fellow will be engaged;

(iii) How the international experi-
ence will contribute to the Fellow’s
program of study;

(iv) A budget narrative specifying
and justifying the dollar amount re-
quested for the travel;

(v) Summary credentials of the fac-
ulty or other professionals with whom
the Fellow will be working during the
international experience (summary
credentials must not exceed three
pages per person);

(vi) A letter from the dean of the Fel-
low’s college or equivalent administra-
tive unit supporting the Fellow’s travel
request and certifying that the travel
experience will not jeopardize the Fel-
low’s satisfactory progress toward de-
gree completion; and

(vii) A letter from the fellowship
grant Project Director certifying the
Fellow’s eligibility, the accuracy of the
Fellow’s travel request, and the rel-
evance of the travel to the Fellow’s ad-
vanced degree objectives.

(2) The narrative portion of the appli-
cation must not exceed the page limi-
tation included in the program solici-
tation.

(b) All complete requests will be
evaluated by professional staff from
USDA or other Federal agencies, as ap-
propriate. Evaluation criteria will be
published in the solicitation. HEP will
award grants in accordance with eval-
uation criteria and to the extent pos-
sible based on availability of funds.

(¢c) Any current Fellow with suffi-
cient time to complete the inter-
national experience before the termi-
nation date of the grant under which
he/she is supported is eligible for a spe-
cial international study or thesis/dis-
sertation research travel allowance.
Before the international study or the-
sis/dissertation research travel may
commence, a Fellow must have com-
pleted one academic year of full-time
study, as defined by the institution,
under the Fellowship appointment and
arrangements must have been formal-
ized for the Fellow to study and/or con-
duct research in the foreign location(s).

§3402.7

§3402.7 Fellowship appointments.

(a)(1) Fellows must be identified and
Fellowships must be awarded within 18
months of the effective date of a grant.
Institutions failing to meet this dead-
line will be required to refund monies
associated with any unawarded Fellow-
ship(s). Graduate Fellowship appoint-
ments may be held only by persons who
enroll and pursue full-time study in a
graduate degree program in the na-
tional need area and at the degree level
supported by the grant. Postdoctoral
Fellowship appointments may be held
only by persons who pursue full-time
traineeship in research, teaching or ex-
tension in the national need area and
are supervised by the mentor indicated
in the grant application.

(2) It will be the responsibility of the
grantee institution to award fellow-
ships to students of superior academic
ability.

(3) Graduate Fellows:

(i) Must be appointed before com-
pleting two semesters or equivalent
hours of full-time study, as defined by
the institution, or immediately after
passing of candidacy/qualifying exami-
nations, whichever is later;

(ii) Must be citizens or nationals of
the United States as determined in ac-
cordance with Federal law; and

(iii) Must have strong interest, as
judged by the institution, in pursuing a
degree in a targeted national need area
and in preparing for a career as a food
or agricultural scientist or profes-
sional.

(4) Postdoctoral Fellows:

(1) Must have been USDA Graduate
Fellows who successfully completed
their doctoral degrees in areas of the
food and agricultural sciences des-
ignated by NIFA as national need
areas;

(ii) Must not have obtained their doc-
toral degrees more than five years
prior to beginning their postdoctoral
Fellowships;

(iii) Must have strong interest, as
judged by the institution, in preparing
for a career in agricultural research,
teaching or extension.

(5)(i) A doctoral level Graduate Fel-
low who maintains satisfactory
progress in his or her course of study is
eligible for support for a maximum of
36 months within a 42-month period. A
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master’s level Fellow who maintains
satisfactory progress in his or her
course of study is eligible for support
for a maximum of 24 months during a
30-month period. A postdoctoral Fellow
who achieves his or her training objec-
tives is eligible for support for a max-
imum of 36 months during a 60-month
period. It is the intent of this program
that Graduate Fellows pursue full-time
uninterrupted study or thesis/disserta-
tion research, including time spent
pursuing USDA-funded special inter-
national study or thesis/dissertation
research activities.

(ii) Postdoctoral Fellowship appoint-
ments may be held only by persons who
pursue full-time traineeship in re-
search, teaching, or extension in the
national need area and are supervised
by the mentor indicated in the grant
application.

However, during the period of sup-
port, USDA Graduate and Postdoctoral
Fellows are permitted, at the discre-
tion of their institutions, to accept ad-
ditional supplemental employment
that would positively contribute to
their training or research and provide
eligibility for tuition waivers (e.g., full
or partial tuition waivers with re-
search or teaching assignments).

(iii) For graduate Fellows requiring
additional time to complete a degree,
it is expected that the institution will
endeavor to continue supporting indi-
viduals originally appointed to Fellow-
ships through such other institutional
means as teaching assistantships and
research assistantships. For
postdoctoral Fellows who terminate
the Fellowships prematurely, the insti-
tution must return all unexpended
monies to USDA. For USDA Graduate
Fellows who complete the program of
study early (less than 24 months for
master’s degree or 36 months for doc-
toral degree) or terminate their Fel-
lowships prematurely, the institution
may use any unexpended monies, with-
in the time remaining on the project
grant, to support pursuit of a doctoral
degree in a discipline in the food and
agricultural sciences by a master’s de-
gree level Fellow at the grantee insti-
tution; or a replacement Graduate Fel-
low. Where less than one semester/
quarter remains before the expiration
date of the Graduate Fellowship grant,
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the institution must refund any unex-
pended monies to the granting agency.
Such funds cannot be used to increase
the annual stipend amounts for current
USDA Graduate or Postdoctoral Fel-
lows.

(b) Within the framework of the regu-
lations in this part, all decisions with
respect to the appointment of Fellows
will be made by the institution. How-
ever, institutions are urged to take
maximum advantage of opportunities
for awarding Fellowships to members
of underrepresented groups at the grad-
uate and postdoctoral level in the food
and agricultural sciences, particularly
minorities and women. Throughout a
USDA Graduate Fellow’s tenure, the
institution should satisfy itself that
the Fellow is making satisfactory aca-
demic progress, and carrying out, or
planning to carry out, national needs
related research. If an institution finds
it necessary to terminate support of a
USDA Graduate Fellow or a
postdoctoral Fellow for insufficient
progress or by decision on the part of
the Fellow, the Fellow may no longer
receive funds from the active grant.
However, termination does not auto-
matically disqualify a Fellow from re-
ceiving future grant support under this
program. If a graduate or postdoctoral
Fellow finds it necessary to interrupt
his or her program of study because of
health, personal reasons, or outside
employment, the institution must re-
serve the funds for the purpose of al-
lowing the Fellow to resume funded
training any time within a six (6)
month period. However, a USDA Grad-
uate or Postdoctoral Fellow who finds
it necessary to interrupt his/her pro-
gram of training more than one time
cannot exceed a total of six (6) months’
cumulative leave status without for-
feiting eligibility. For a USDA Grad-
uate Fellowship terminated because of
insufficient progress, by decision on
the part of the Fellow, or reserved due
to an interrupted program but not re-
sumed within the required time period,
the institution may use any unex-
pended monies to support, within the
time remaining on the project grant,
and subject to the limitations above, a
replacement Fellow at the same mas-
ter’s or doctoral levels. For
postdoctoral Fellowships terminated
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because of insufficient progress, by de-
cision on the part of the Fellow, or re-
served due to an interrupted program
but not resumed within the required
time period, the institution must re-
turn all the unexpended monies to
NIFA.

(c) Only Fellows enrolled in master’s
programs of study may be supported
under master’s Fellowship grants. Mas-
ter’s degree level Fellows who com-
plete their degree early may be sup-
ported under master’s Fellowship
grants, if they are enrolled in Ph.D.
programs in areas of the food and agri-
cultural sciences designated as na-
tional need areas. Only Fellows en-
rolled in doctoral programs of study
may be supported under doctoral de-
gree Fellowship grants. Only USDA
Graduate Fellows who have completed
their doctoral degrees may be sup-
ported under postdoctoral Fellowship
grants.

§3402.8 Fellowship activities.

A USDA Graduate Fellow shall be en-
rolled as a full-time graduate student,
as defined by the institution, at all
times during the tenure of the Fellow-
ship in the national need area and at
the degree level supported by the
grant. This includes the time used for
special international study or thesis/
dissertation research, if the inter-
national travel is funded through a spe-
cial international study or thesis/dis-
sertation research travel allowance
under this grant program. However,
the normal requirement for formal reg-
istration during part of this tenure
may be waived if permitted by the pol-
icy of the Fellowship institution, pro-
vided that the Graduate Fellow is mak-
ing satisfactory progress toward degree
completion and remains engaged in ap-
propriate full-time Fellowship activi-
ties such as thesis/dissertation re-
search. Postdoctoral Fellowship ap-
pointments may be held only by per-
sons who pursue full-time traineeship
in research, teaching, or extension in
the national need area and are super-
vised by the mentor indicated in the
grant application. Graduate and
postdoctoral Fellows in academic insti-
tutions are not entitled to vacations as
such. They are entitled to the short
normal student holidays observed by

§3402.11

the institution. The time between aca-
demic semesters or quarters is to be
utilized as an active part of the grant
period. During the period of support,
USDA Graduate and Postdoctoral Fel-
lows are permitted, at the discretion of
their institutions, to accept additional
supplemental employment that would
positively contribute to their training
or research and provide eligibility for
tuition waivers (e.g., full or partial tui-
tion waivers provided with research or
teaching assignments). A Fellow may
accept from any other entity a grant
supporting the Fellow’s research costs.

§3402.9 Financial provisions.

An institution may elect to apply the
cost-of-education/training institutional
allowance to a Fellow’s tuition, fees
and laboratory expenses and to defray
other program expenses (e.g., recruit-
ment, travel, publications, or salaries
of project personnel), unless stated oth-
erwise in the solicitation. Tuition and
fees are the responsibility of the Fel-
low unless an institution elects to use
its cost-of-education institutional al-
lowance for this purpose or elects to
pay such costs out of non-USDA mon-
ies. No dependency allowances are pro-
vided to any USDA Graduate or
Postdoctoral Fellows. Stipend pay-
ments and special international study
or thesis/dissertation research travel
allowances may be made to Fellows by
the institution, in accordance with
standard institutional procedures for
graduate and postdoctoral fellowships
and assistantships.

Subpart C—Preparation of an
Application

§3402.10 Application package.

Applications will be available at
hitp://www.grants.gov and through the
NIFA Web site. An application package
will be made available to any potential
grant applicant upon request. This
package will include all necessary
forms and instructions to apply for a
grant under this program.

§3402.11 Proposal cover page.

The Proposal Cover Page, Form
NIFA-2002, must be completed in its
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entirety, including all authorizing sig-
natures. One copy of each grant appli-
cation must contain the original pen-
and-ink signatures, or approved elec-
tronic equivalent, of:

(a) The Project Director(s); and

(b) The Authorized Organizational
Representative for the institution.

§3402.12

Using the Project Summary, Form
NIFA-2003, applicants must summarize
the proposed graduate program of
study and/or the academic and research
strengths of the institution in the na-
tional need area for which funding is
requested. To the extent possible, ap-
plicants should emphasize the unique-
ness of the proposed program of train-
ing. The summary should not include
any reference to the specific number of
fellowships requested. The information
on Form NIFA-2003 will be used in as-
signing the most appropriate panelists
to review an application. If an applica-
tion is supported, this Form may be
used in program publications.

Project summary.

§3402.13 National need narrative.

HEP will determine the composition
of the narrative for each competition,
including page limits, font size, the
number and the order of sections, and
other supporting information that may
be required. Detailed instructions for
preparing the narrative will be pub-
lished in the solicitation.

§3402.14 Budget and budget narrative.

Applicants must prepare the Budget,
Form NIFA-2004, and a budget nar-
rative identifying all costs associated
with the application. Instructions for
completing the Budget are provided
with the form.

§3402.15 Faculty vitae.

This section should include a Sum-
mary Vita, no more than 2 pages ex-
cluding publications listing, for each
faculty member contributing signifi-
cantly to institutional competence at
the level of graduate study for the na-
tional need area addressed in the appli-
cation. Applicants should arrange the
faculty vitae with the Project Direc-
tor(s) first, followed by the remaining
faculty, in alphabetical order.
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§3402.16 Appendix.

Any additional supporting informa-
tion deemed essential to enhancing the
application should be included in an
Appendix and referenced in the na-
tional need narrative.

Subpart D—Submission and
Evaluation of an Application

§3402.17 Where to submit an applica-
tion.

The solicitation will indicate the
date for submission of applications and
the number of application copies re-
quired to apply for a grant. In addition,
the solicitation will provide the ad-
dress to which the application, the re-
quired number of accompanying dupli-
cate copies, and any other required
forms and materials should be sent.

§3402.18 Evaluation criteria.

Applications addressing a particular
national need area at a particular Fel-
lowship level (master’s, doctoral or
postdoctoral) will be evaluated in com-
petition with other applications ad-
dressing the same national need area
at the same level. Both USDA internal
staff and the panelists will evaluate ap-
plications on the basis of the criteria
published in the solicitation.

Subpart E—Supplementary
Information

§3402.19 Terms
grant awards.
Within the limit of funds available
for such purpose, the awarding official
shall make project grants to those re-
sponsible, eligible applicants whose ap-
plications are judged most meritorious
according to evaluation criteria stated
in the solicitation. The beginning of
the project period shall be no later
than September 30 of the Federal fiscal
year in which the project is approved
for support. All funds granted under
this part shall be expended solely for
the purpose for which the funds are
granted in accordance with the ap-
proved application and budget, the reg-
ulations of this part, the terms and
conditions of the award, the applicable
Federal cost principles, and 2 CFR part
200.

and conditions of
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§3402.20 Other Federal statutes and
regulations that apply.

(a) The Office of Management and
Budget (‘‘OMB”) issued guidance on
Uniform Administrative Requirements,
Cost Principles, and Audit Require-
ments for Federal Awards at 2 CFR
part 200 on December 26, 2013. In 2 CFR
400.1, the Department adopted OMB’s
guidance in subparts A through F of 2
CFR part 200, as supplemented by 2
CFR part 400, as the Department’s poli-
cies and procedures for uniform admin-
istrative requirements, cost principles,
and audit requirements for federal
awards. As a result, this regulation
contains references to 2 CFR part 200
as it has regulatory effect for the De-
partment’s programs and activities.

(b) Several other Federal statutes
and/or regulations apply to grant pro-
posals considered for review or to re-
search project grants awarded under
this part. These include but are not
limited to:

2 CFR part 200—Uniform Administrative Re-
quirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Re-
quirements for Federal Awards.

2 CFR part 180 and Part 417—OMB Guidelines
to Agencies on Government-Wide Debar-
ment And Suspension (Nonprocurement)
And USDA Nonprocurement Debarment
And Suspension

7 CFR part 1c—USDA Implementation of the
Federal Policy for the Protection of
Human Subjects.

7 CFR 1.1—USDA Implementation of Free-
dom of Information Act.

7T CFR part 3—USDA Implementation of OMB
Circular A-129 Regarding Debt Collection.

7 CFR part 15, subpart A—USDA Implemen-
tation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

7T CFR part 3407—NIFA procedures to imple-
ment the National Environmental Policy
Act;

29 U.S.C. 794 (section 504, Rehabilitation Act
of 1973) and 7 CFR part 15B (USDA imple-
mentation of statute)—prohibiting dis-
crimination based upon physical or mental
handicap in Federally assisted programs;
and

35 U.S.C. 200 et seq.—Bayh-Dole Act, control-
ling allocation of rights to inventions
made by employees of small business firms
and domestic nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding universities, in Federally assisted
programs (implementing regulations are
contained in 37 CFR part 401).

[79 FR 75998, Dec. 19, 2014]

§3402.23

§3402.21 Confidential aspects of appli-
cations and awards.

When an application results in a
grant, the application and supporting
information become part of the record
of NIFA transactions, and available to
the public upon specific request. Infor-
mation that the Secretary determines
to be of a confidential, privileged, or
proprietary nature will be held in con-
fidence to the extent permitted by law.
Therefore, any information that the
applicant wishes to have considered as
confidential, privileged, or proprietary
should be clearly marked within the
application. The original copy of an ap-
plication that does not result in a
grant will be retained by the Agency
for a period of one year. Other copies
will be destroyed. Such an application
will be released only with the consent
of the applicant or to the extent re-
quired by law. An application may be
withdrawn at any time prior to the
final action thereon.

§3402.22 Access to peer review infor-
mation.

After final decisions have been an-
nounced, HEP will, upon request, in-
form the PD of the reasons for its deci-
sion on an application. Verbatim copies
of summary reviews, not including the
identity of the reviewers, will be made
available to respective PDs upon spe-
cific request.

§3402.23 Documentation of progress
on funded projects.

(a) Fellowships/Scholarships Entry/
Exit Forms (Form NIFA-2010) are
available from NIFA upon request.
Upon request by HEP, Project Direc-
tors awarded Graduate Fellowship (ex-
cluding supplemental international
and postdoctoral) grants under the pro-
gram shall complete and submit this
form.

(1) Appointment Information shall be
submitted to HEP within 3 months of
appointment of a Fellow;

(2) The Project Director shall submit
an annual update of each Fellow’s
progress to HEP by September 30 each
year. Additional progress reports may
be needed to assess continuing progress
of Fellows supported by any special
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international study or thesis/disserta-
tion research allowance and/or institu-
tional adherence to program guide-
lines.

(3) Exit Information shall be com-
pleted and submitted to HEP by the
Project Director for each Fellow sup-
ported by a grant as soon as a Fellow
either: Graduates; is officially termi-
nated from the Fellowship or the aca-
demic program due to unsatisfactory
academic progress; or voluntarily with-
draws from the Fellowship or the aca-
demic program. If a Fellow has not
completed all degree requirements at
the end of the five-year grant duration,
HEP may request a preliminary exit
report. In such a case, a final exit re-
port shall be required at a later date.
When a final exit report for each Fel-
low supported by a grant has been ac-
cepted by HEP, the grantee will have
satisfied the requirement of a final per-
formance report for the grant. Addi-
tional follow-up reports to track Fel-
lows’ career patterns may be requested.

(b) All grantees (supplemental inter-
national, graduate, and postdoctoral)
shall submit initial project informa-
tion and annual and summary reports
to NIFA’ Current Research Informa-
tion System (CRIS). The CRIS data-
base contains narrative project infor-
mation, progress/impact statements,
and final technical reports that are
made available to the public. For appli-
cations recommended for funding, in-
structions on preparation and submis-
sion of project documentation will be
provided to the applicant by the agen-
cy contact. Documentation must be
submitted to CRIS before NIFA funds
will be released. Project reports will be
requested by the CRIS office when re-
quired. For more information about
CRIS, visit http:/cris.nifa.usda.gov.

§3402.24 Evaluation of program.

Grantees should be aware that HEP
may, as a part of its own program eval-
uation activities, carry out in-depth
evaluations of assisted activities
through independent third parties.
Thus, grantees should be prepared to
cooperate with evaluators retained by
HEP to analyze both the institutional
context and the impact of any sup-
ported project.

7 CFR Ch. XXXIV (1-1-15 Edition)
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AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 638.

SOURCE: 72 FR 20703, Apr. 26, 2007, unless
otherwise noted.

and conditions of grant

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 3403 appear at 76 FR 4807, Jan. 27, 2011.

Subpart A—General Information

§3403.1 Applicability of regulations.

(a) The regulations of this part apply
to small business innovation research
grants awarded under the general au-
thority of section 630 of the Act mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, and Related Agen-
cies’ programs for fiscal year ending
1987, and for other purposes as made
applicable by section 101(a) of Pub. L.
99-591, 100 Stat. 3341, and the provisions
of the Small Business Innovation De-
velopment Act of 1982, as amended (15
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